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Assessment of US and European sanctions against Syria
challenges and opportunities

Dr. Mohamad Bader Daood 2

Abstract

The aim of the research is to clarify the importance of understanding the impact
of US and European sanctions against the Syrian government on Syrian reality
and the lives of citizens, and to analyze the opportunities and challenges posed
by these sanctions in the long term.

The options available to the Syrian government and the international community
to mitigate the negative impact of those sanctions were also evaluated, as were
the reasons that prompted their imposition and how they affected the Syrian
economy and citizens.

The study concluded that these sanctions have effects contrary to the declared
objectives of their imposition, with the need to take advantage of the recent US
license issued with the aim of mitigating the effects of the earthquake disaster

during the period of validity of this license, which is 180 days.

Keywords: unilateral coercive sanctions, Basic sanctions, Secondary sanctions,

Caesar Act.

2 PHD in Finance and Banking - Damascus University.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2004/05/13/04-11058/blocking-property-of-
certain-persons-and-prohibiting-the-export-of-certain-goods-to-syria
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https://home.treasury.gov/policy- .U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
issues/financial-sanctions/sanctions-programs-and-country-information/syria-sanctions
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Vol. 76, No. 162. .Federal Register .(2011) .Presidential Documents
/https://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/sanctions-programs-and-
country-information/syria-sanctions
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-31/subtitle-B/chapter-V/part-542
https://www.trade.gov/eccn-and-export-administration-regulation-ear99
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-unilateral-coercive measures/resources-
unilateral-coercive-measures/quidance-note-overcompliance  unilateral-sanctions-and-its-
harmful-effects-human-rights
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Guideline on the implementation and evaluation of restrictive measures (sanctions),
available at: https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-5664-2018-INIT/en/pdf
European Commission. 2021. Directorate-General for Trade Report. 2/8/2021
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5020.html
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